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Weathering the Storms of Life.Weathering the Storms of Life.Weathering the Storms of Life.Weathering the Storms of Life.    
The following excerpt is something that was shared at our Communications Team meeting. We were so 
inspired by it we chose our theme: “Weathering the Storms of Life.” 

 

From a Sermon by the Reb, 1975 

“A man seeks employment on a farm.  He hands his letter of recommendation to his new employer.  
It reads simply, ‘He sleeps in a storm.’ 

  “The owner is desperate for help, so he hires the man. 

  “Several weeks pass, and suddenly, in the middle of the night, a powerful storm rips through the 
valley. 

  “Awakened by the swirling rain and howling wind, the owner leaps out of bed.  He calls for his new 
hired hand, but the man is sleeping soundly. 

  “So he dashes off to the barn.  He sees, to his amazement, that the animals are secure with plenty of 
feed. 

  “He runs out to the field.  He sees the bales of wheat have been bound and are wrapped in tarpaulins.  

  “He races to the silo.  The doors are latched, and the grain is dry. 

  “And then he understands.  ‘He sleeps in a storm.’ 

  “My friends, if we tend to the things that are important in life, if we are right with those we love and 
behave in line with our faith, our lives will not be cursed with the aching throb of unfulfilled business.  
Our words will always be sincere, our embraces will be tight.  We will  never wallow in the agony of 
‘I could have, I should have.’  We can sleep in a storm. 

  “And when it’s time, our good-byes will be complete.”  

 

From the book HAVE A LITTLE FAITH by Mitch Albom. Copyright (c) 2009 Mitch Albom, Inc. Reprinted with permission from Hyperion. All rights reserved. 
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A Prayer for Weathering the Storms in Life 
 

 In you O Lord I have taken refuge - I put my life in your hands. 

  

Save me - from my sin 

Lead me - in your truth 

Guide me - on your path 

Redeem me - for your work 

  

I want to hide in you 

You have set my feet in a spacious place 

You are my God 

I trust you 

My times are in your hands. 

  

I have cried my eyes out 

I feel hollow inside 

My life is consumed by anguish 

My strength fails. 

But... 

  

 In you O Lord I have taken refuge - I put my life in your hands. 

  

Blessed God!   

How great is your goodness 

Your shelter is safe 

Your dwelling secure in love. 

I will not give up. 

  

 I will be strong and take heart for my hope is in the Lord. 

  

Amen 
 -Kathy 
  
(Adapted from Psalm 31) (reprinted with permission from Kathy Boeckman)  
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Weathering the Storms of Life.Weathering the Storms of Life.Weathering the Storms of Life.Weathering the Storms of Life.    
Karen BakkerKaren BakkerKaren BakkerKaren Bakker    

    

‘Life is good’….a phrase my life embodied.  Jeff and I had just celebrated our 31st 

anniversary, our family of 5 boys had grown to include 3 daughters-in-law and 1 

grandchild with another on the way.  Then, on June 18, 2009, it was discovered that Jeff 

had a brain tumor and he was subsequently diagnosed with stage 4 kidney cancer. It’s a 

major understatement to say that life suddenly wasn’t so good.  In order to process it all, 

I started journaling.  Nothing was held back…that journal was the recipient of 

everything I experienced or felt.  When asked to write about ‘Weathering the Storms of 

Life’, I turned to my journal.  On Nov. 24, 2009, Jeff suffered a brain seizure as we 

arrived in Lansing to celebrate Thanksgiving.  The following journal entry is from Nov. 

27…. 

“I had sort of a revelation the other night while trying to sleep in the hospital.  Middle 

of the night there was a Code Blue on the Neuro Ward--not the phrase you want jolting 

you awake when you actually have a loved one on the Neuro floor.  My heart went 

crazy but when I calmed enough I just prayed for the family--obviously not knowing 

who that might be.  I eventually became aware of a feeling of calm--a feeling of not 

being afraid if it was Jeff.  I wouldn’t call it a sense of peace if he did die--it was more of 

a not having fear of his dying.  It is certainly not something to be looked forward to but 

not something to be feared either.  It occurred to me later in the day that God must have 

not needed Jeff to come home yet because that would have been a perfect time.  But as I 

write this, I realize that that epiphany doesn’t have an isolated, temporary time frame.  

It doesn’t apply only to a Code Blue call in the wee hours of the morning.  I can carry 

that with me for whenever I’m faced with Jeff’s death.  I don’t have to fear his (or my) 

death, although I will certainly mourn his loss.  I know Jeff isn’t afraid of dying--God is 

continually opening my eyes and subtly deepening my understanding of life here and 

life after here and the process involved….” 

That sense of calm I had that night was not of my doing…it was totally God’s peace 

working in me.  Throughout our nine month journey (Jeff died in March 2010), I prayed 

daily that we would have God’s peace with us wherever this journey was taking 

us….and He never let me down!   



PAGE 4 IN TOUCH 

Weathering the Storms of Life.Weathering the Storms of Life.Weathering the Storms of Life.Weathering the Storms of Life.    
 

And after you have suffered for a li�le while, the God of all Grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in 

Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you.  1 Peter: 10      

 

When writing about “storms in life”, I often think of the men and women who serve or have 

served in the military.  I have wondered about the plethora of emotions involved not only with 

the individual, but with his/her parents or loved ones that are left behind when sent off to serve 

our country or to travel to another country that is in combat.  How does one cope with the worry 

or the anxiety of not knowing where he or she is or what they are doing?  While I do not have first

-hand experience with this, in the last year I have experienced the challenges my 20-year-old 

daughter, Megan, has had to face when her boyfriend of nearly three years, made the decision to 

join the United States Air force in August 2011.  Seth was very excited about what was in his fu-

ture and looking forward to becoming an Airborne Crypto-logic Linguist (a.k.a. interpreter). At 

the same time, he expressed sadness at leaving the comforts of home, family and friends. In a 

ma1er of days after making a 6-year commitment, he was in basic training at Lackland, Texas, 

AFB.  He went through 8 ½ weeks of grueling “basic training.” Currently he is stationed in Mon-

terey, CA, where he is in school learning the Korean language.  So how does one console the peo-

ple (i.e. my daughter) who are left behind?  To begin with, we pray to God daily for his safekeep-

ing. When communication was restricted to weekly 5-minute phone calls, writing le1ers to him 

were encouraged.  When communication became more liberal, texting, phone calls, and Skype 

became the means of strengthening the relationship.  She was also encouraged to build relation-

ships with his family, which she has grown to love. His mother gave Megan “The One Year Bible-

The New International Version” in which she reads a passage daily to give her strength and com-

fort in knowing that God’s grace will endure. I see her struggle as Seth verbalizes his loneliness 

and yearns to see her in person. To make ma1ers a li1le more complicated, Seth asked Megan to 

marry him which brings a whole new “storm” to our family as he pleads for her to join him in 

California.  Now I pray daily that God will restore, support, strengthen and establish me as God’s 

plan unfolds. 

 

Joy Klooster 
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Others weary of the noise 

Mothers play with girls and boys 

Others scold because we fell, 

Mothers kiss and make it well. 

 

Others work with patient will, 

Mothers labor later still. 

Others' love is more or less, 

Mothers love with steadiness. 

 

Others pardon, hating yet; 

Mothers pardon and forget. 

Others keep the ancient score, 

Mothers never shut the door. 

 

Others grow incredulous, 

Mothers still believe in us. 

Others throw their hopes away. 

Mothers pray, and pray, and pray. 

GOD OUR CREATOR, WE PRAY. . . GOD OUR CREATOR, WE PRAY. . . GOD OUR CREATOR, WE PRAY. . . GOD OUR CREATOR, WE PRAY. . .     

. . . for new mothers, coming to terms with new responsibility 

. . . for expectant mothers, wondering and waiting 

. . . for those who are tired, stressed or depressed 

. . . for those who struggle to balance the tasks of work and family 

. . . for those who are unable to feed their children due to poverty 

. . . for those whose children have physical, mental or emotional disabilities 

. . . for those who have children they do not want 

. . . for those who raise children on their own 

. . . for those who have lost a child 

. . . for those who care for the children of others 

. . . for those whose children have left home 

. . . for those whose desire to be a mother has not been fulfilled 

. . . for those who are grieving the loss of their mother 

. . . for those who may have never known their biological mother and now long for her 

. . . for those who have experienced the wonder of an adoptive mother's love 

. . . for those families separated by war or conflict  

Bless all mothers, that their love may be deep and tender and that they may lead their children to know and 

do what is good, living not for themselves alone, but for God and for others.   

 

AMEN. 

MOTHERS AND OTHERSMOTHERS AND OTHERSMOTHERS AND OTHERSMOTHERS AND OTHERS    
Amos R. Wells  
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Congratulations Class of 2012 
Congratulations Graduates! We hear that so often this time of year. It truly is a time to celebrate. Words or phrases 
like milestone, coming of age, change, new beginnings, fresh start, and new experiences come to mind. There is 
much excitement and anticipation for what the future holds. I am reminded that in these times of excitement and 
anticipation we must recognize God’s goodness and favor for bringing us to these times in our lives. High School 
Graduation truly is a milestone. Your life will be different after you graduate and it is at this point just as any other 
time in our lives where we must choose to honor God with what he has done.  1 Corinthians 10:31 tells us to “Do all 
to the glory of God.” So do that! Whatever you will do after High School do it for the glory of God. Live lives of 
excellence fully relying on Him and his provision for all that you will need. Trust in Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the 
plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future.” Live fully understanding that God is for you! He loves you and has the very best in mind for you. Trust him, 
seek him, love him with your life and he will bless you and give you life to the fullest.  

On behalf of Community Reformed Church I want to congratulate you.  Let us celebrate together what God has 
done to bring you to this point and look forward to what God will do in the future.  

Our Class of  2012 

◊ Matt Batdorff - Matt is graduating from Charlevoix High School where he was active in soccer, baseball and track.  Matt is 
interested in health care, history and business.  During the summer he will be working to help finance his college expenses.  
This fall Matt plans to attend Central Michigan College. 

◊ John Boss  

◊ Kevin Coen - Kevin is graduating from Charlevoix High School and will be working at Castle Farms this summer.  In the fall 
Kevin will be attending western Michigan University where he will study Mechanical Engineering. 

◊ Whitney Drost 

◊ Alex Gooch - Alex is graduating from Charlevoix High School where he enjoyed running and swimming and received 8 
Athletic Varsity Letters.  His Cross Country team received Academic All State Champions. This summer Alex will lifeguard at 
the Belvedere Club.  In the fall Alex will attend Michigan State University where he will study Chemical Engineering. 

◊ Jason Jones - Jason is graduating from Charlevoix High School where he was active in Performing Arts for 4 years. This 
summer, he will be working at Scovies Deli and has put his college plans on hold for next year. 

◊ Isaac Klooster - Isaac is graduating from Charlevoix High School where he played basketball for 2 years; baseball for 4 years, 
was involved in construction for 3 years and art for 2 years, with perfect attendance for 4 years.  This summer Isaac will work 
at Olesons, Lawn Maintenance and attend Northwestern Michigan College Technical School this fall. 

◊ Taylor Mansen  

◊ Andrew Potter - Andrew is graduating from Charlevoix High School where he took 3 years of Health Occupation. Andrew 
was involved in basketball, where he lettered 2 years and was a part of the All Area Second Team. He also played 4 years of 
Varsity Baseball where he lettered each year and also achieved Academic All District, All Conference and All District. Andrew 
played football where he received 2 letters and was the All County Player of the Year and on the All Area Team. This summer 

(Continued on page 7) 
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May, 28, 2012 - Memorial Day 
Memorial Day started as an event to honor Union soldiers, who had died during the American Civil War. It was inspired by the 
way people in the Southern states honored their dead. After World War I, it was extended to include all men and women, who died 
in any war or military action. 

Memorial Day was originally known as Decoration Day. The current name for this day did not come into use until after World 
War II. Decoration Day and then Memorial Day used to be held on May 30, regardless of the day of the week, on which it fell. In 
1968, the Uniform Holidays Bill was passed as part of a move to use federal holidays to create three-day weekends. This meant that 
that, from 1971, Memorial Day holiday has been officially observed on the last Monday in May. However, it took a longer period 
for all American states to recognize the new date. 

Please remember our soldiers past, as well as, our active soldiers as they serve our country: 

• Kelsey Dulaney Kelsey Dulaney Kelsey Dulaney Kelsey Dulaney (U.S. Army)  Ft. Sill ~~~~ 2409 NW Norman Street ~~~~ Lawton, OK.  73505  

• CMCR CMCR CMCR CMCR ----    Mariah Miller Mariah Miller Mariah Miller Mariah Miller ----    15446 John Clark Road, Gulf Port, MS. 39503 

• Jonathan Boyko Jonathan Boyko Jonathan Boyko Jonathan Boyko - PSC482 Box 2826 ~~~~ FPO, AP 96362 (serving in Okinawa, Japan) 

• Garrett C. Miller II Garrett C. Miller II Garrett C. Miller II Garrett C. Miller II (U.S. Navy) – 14315 Wedgewood, Sterling Heights, Michigan 48312 

• Logan Nuttall Logan Nuttall Logan Nuttall Logan Nuttall -  

• PVT2 Jeffery Buckner Jeffery Buckner Jeffery Buckner Jeffery Buckner (U.S. Army, serving in Iraq) ----    6145 Lakeway Drive, Fayetteville, North 
Carolina, 28306 (wife will forward mail to Iraq)   

• David R. Merrill/David R. Merrill/David R. Merrill/David R. Merrill/AIC    (Air Force)- PSC Box 2243, APO AP 96264     

• Kyle Leese Kyle Leese Kyle Leese Kyle Leese -  2LT Leese, Kyle, C TRP 1-126 CRV, FOB FRONTENAC, APO AE 09380    

• Seth Merrifield Seth Merrifield Seth Merrifield Seth Merrifield (Air Force) - E3 Merrifield, Seth - 433 Chaplain Magsig Avenue - Monterey, CA. 
93944    

he will be working and saving money for college. His plans are to attend North Central Michigan College to pursue a Nursing 
Degree. 

◊ Andrea Rizzo - Andrea is graduating from Charlevoix High School.  Andrea was the founder and leader of “Music Club” at 
CHS.  She was active in multiple theater productions including school assemblies.  Andrea was on the Consecutive Honor Roll.. 
This summer Andrea will be working at Mettlers and participating in Ragamuffin theater productions.  In the fall Andrea will be 
attending North Park University in Chicago, Illinois to pursue music studies. 

◊ Jake Seaney - Jake is graduating from Ellsworth High School. He has been in the National Honor Society for 3 years and has 
also been involved in Student Council for 3 years. Jake has played every sport Ellsworth High School offers, including basketball, 
football, track, cross country and baseball. This summer, you will find Jake working at Providence Farms in Eastport and also 
with Dave Heeres, a handyman, in Ellsworth. He plans on attending Saginaw Valley State University in the Fall taking General 
Education classes to see what really interests him. 

◊ Alex Waha 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Life is full of storms; it’s not easy, no one told me it 

would be. I have learned that it is up to me to have 

the faithfaithfaithfaith that I can overcome any stormstormstormstorm that I face. 

My storm started when I married at 17, had a son 

(Blair) at 18 and divorced at 21.  My storm calmed 

for 10 years when I was raising Blair (my best 

friend) on my own.  It was just the two of us and we 

did everything together.  When Blair was 13 we 

moved to Charlevoix and I remarried (Glen), the 

love of my life and my storm started building again.  

It started out as just a spring shower but I saw it 

coming and didn’t do much about it.  I didn’t realize 

it would become a tsunami before it was all over.   

Blair was 13-14 and started showing some signs of 

misbehavior which I just wrote off as adolescence.  

It was now time to be a mom and not a best friend.  

Blair didn’t take to losing his best friend to a mom 

and a new step father.  He felt lost and confused and 

didn’t know his place in all the changes and looking 

back, we just expected him to fall right in to this 

happy family mold.  Once his brother (Paul) came 

along he felt even more displaced.  His dad started a 

new family and had two new sisters.  He was even 

more confused and felt so much on the outside. 

Several years went by as Blair continued to cry out 

for help and attention only to find it in the wrong 

places with the wrong friends.  Blair had taken 

things from Glen and I so we thought we would use 

our own “Scared Straight” tactics and so we called 

the police and filed charges.  It was suppose to be a 

simple fix to a not so complicated problem.  Once in 

the system he was beat down so bad that he truly 

began to believe that he was a bad person.  He 

continued in the wrong circles and his behavior 

escalated.  He felt he would be in trouble no matter 

what he did so why not just do it.  One night Blair 

and a friend broke in to a party store for beer and 

cigarettes.  Blair never entered the property but did 

receive the merchandise when his friend returned 

so Blair was arrested and served time for his actions. 

Once he was released Blair had a great attitude, but 

he was still on parole and dealing with the court 

system which just kept sucking the life out of him.  

He worked, got married and had a baby girl 

(Morgan) and thought he was doing everything 

right.  But he still had people around him that were 

telling him that he was no good. 

Blair and the people he surrounded himself with got 

involved with prescription drugs.  One night they 

were so high and out of control that they went on a 

crime spree.  They broke into businesses and even 

started a fire to cover one up.  He and his wife fled 

the state and were eventually caught in Idaho.  Blair 

served a 9 year prison sentence and we welcomed 

him home on May 8th.  

Sometimes life doesn't go the way we planned. All 

we can see are the storms. We try so hard to escape. 

We wonder if there's a reason for all of this. But in 

the midst of the storm, God is working. He is 

healing. He is cleansing.  God offers to us His 

strength, His presence, and His supply when we find 

ourselves in life's darkest moments. We need to 

allow these problems to draw us closer to Jesus 

Christ and to enable us to sense His presence in a 

powerful way. 

Over the past 9 years Blair has gone through so 

much transformation and personal and spiritual 

Weathering MY (Our) Storm.  Weathering MY (Our) Storm.  Weathering MY (Our) Storm.  Weathering MY (Our) Storm.      

“The greater the storm, the greater the harvest”“The greater the storm, the greater the harvest”“The greater the storm, the greater the harvest”“The greater the storm, the greater the harvest”            
Submitted by Lynda Stolt 
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growth.  Blair has given his life to Christ.  There have 

been spiritual battles within him that he has 

overcome with the help of Christ. As a mother it is 

encouraging to see his love for his children and his 

desire to get on with his life and not believe all the 

people around him that will still tell him to his face 

and whisper behind his back that he is a failure.  He 

is a son of God and my son for whom we are proud. 

Many people have asked me how I handle all of this 

(my storm).  The truth is that for many years I didn’t.  

In 1997 I did my “Walk to Emmaus”.  I didn’t know 

why I was there, but God did.  The very first night 

during a meditative prayer something happened.  I 

was taken to a totally dark (black) room and in it, I 

sat on one side, Blair sat on the other side and Jesus 

stood in the middle with his hand stretched out to 

me.  I don’t know how long I was in this state 

because when I opened my eyes everyone else had 

left the sanctuary.  I was confused and I didn’t know 

what it meant at first and I was scared because I 

didn’t reach out and take His hand.  By the end of 

the weekend I not only took his hand but I was in 

His arms and I knew that he was there to let me 

know that He would take care of Blair. 

Even knowing this, I still kept my feelings inside and 

they built and built until one day while I was driving 

and an emotional wreck I realized I couldn’t do it on 

my own and I prayed out loud to God and confessed 

my weakness and I instantly felt the weight lift from 

the deepest parts of my being.  I knew it was God 

that gave me the comfort I needed to know that He 

was in control. 

I do believe that our faith determines how God 

operates in our life. We have to look at the storms in 

our lives as opportunities to exercise our faith. After 

all, if we’ve never been through a storm, we would 

never appreciate the sunshine.  We need to always 

look to God in prayer. The battle is not ours, it 

belongs to the Lord.  

The song “Blessings” by Laura Story really sums it up 

for me.  The chorus is:  

'Cause what if your blessings come through raindrops 

What if Your healing comes through tears 

What if a thousand sleepless nights are what it takes to 

know You're near 

What if trials of this life are Your mercies in disguise 

Although prison is a horrible, inhumane place, 

maybe God was protecting Blair from an even greater 

darkness on the outside.  There is a purpose to his life 

and God will see it through. 

Blair and I don’t want to look behind us but continue 

to that next level in life.  Blair has served his time, is 

remorseful, has repented and carries the scars of 

prison in his heart and mind and in the constant 

reminders in the tattoos he bears.  He doesn’t want to 

forget prison but grow from his experiences and 

become a better person because of it. 

We continue to hold on to the promises of the Lord, 

He will work it out. The Lord has great things in 

store for us. Blair, along with his family and friends 

WILL, through faith, breakthroughbreakthroughbreakthroughbreakthrough this storm, be 

prayerful, stay in the word of God and stay 

encouraged as we go through our life journey. 

Are you weathering one of life's storms? ...Remember 

that storms don't last forever. Like the strongest tree 

you are a sound and rooted structure that will not 

waiver beneath the attacks and assaults of your 

storm. After the whirlwinds, downpours, and 

twisters have settled and calmed you will find that, 

like the tree, you are unmoved and still standing but 

stronger and sounder and more rooted than you've 

ever stood before. 
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Highlights from April Consistory Meeting 
Consistory highlights – April 2012 

• Theda Williams shared about worship, highlighting God’s work at our recent Easter service. 

• Linda Boss and Jill Eakes updated us on the ongoing work of Safe Haven’s breakfast ministry on 
Tuesdays and Fridays. 

• Spent most of our time reviewing the Current Reality Survey. 

 

 

 

2012 Current Reality Survey 2012 Current Reality Survey 2012 Current Reality Survey 2012 Current Reality Survey ––––    CRCCRCCRCCRC    

WE NEED YOUR HELP:WE NEED YOUR HELP:WE NEED YOUR HELP:WE NEED YOUR HELP:        The consistory, staff, and Ridder team have put together a 

Current Reality Survey that we are asking you to take.  This survey will help us 

determine what is true about us (as a church and congregation) now.  It is one step in a 

two-step process as we discern God’s Preferred Future for Community Reformed 

Church.  Beginning Sunday, May 20th, you will be invited to take the survey.  The 

survey can be completed anytime between May 20th and June 17th.  You can do this on 

paper, online, or by email.  Results will be compiled by consistory, with no names being 

seen by the compilers, and a summary will be presented to the congregation this 

summer.  As we seek God’s direction for us in the future, we recognize the importance 

of knowing where we are today.  We hope you will participate.  More information will 

follow in the next couple of weeks.  We are excited about what God is doing and look 

forward to all that He has in store for us as we seek to follow Him.  If you have any 

questions, don’t hesitate to talk with staff, consistory, or the Ridder team. 



The first opportunity is that every Sunday 
morning at 9:45 a.m. during our 2nd service, we 
are hosting a Summer of Service for all ages.   
 
Kids will work on service projects for others in the 
Son Room.  Adults, parents, grandparents, and 
friends are all welcome to join us!    We need project 
ideas, project leaders, supply donations, and prayers.   
We hope you can join us for one or all weeks.  
 

Can you commit to one of these projects? 
 

1. Create birthday party supply bags for Third 
Day clients’ children 

2. Phantom Fan Notes - anonymous notes to 
others 

3. Grand-friend Interviews 
4. Decorate flip-flops for orphans and put 

together hygiene bags 
5. Suds for Buds - cups of detergent in Ziploc 

bags for Third Day clients 
6. Fleece blankets for Third Day and Safe Haven 

guests 
7. Sing to Sunnybank residents 
8. Encouragement Banners  
9. Placemats and more for Safe Haven breakfast 

guests 
10. Put together double/triple bags for the Third 
Day food pantry 

11. Prayer Walk for Friends plus postcards 
 
 

The second opportunity is:  Our Backyard Bible 
Club.   
 
This is a localized outreach hosted by parents in their 
own backyards.  Neighborhood children are invited to 
three evenings (Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday) for 
fun, games, introduction to Jesus, and snacks.  We 
have parents who have volunteered to host clubs 
during the evenings of June 5, 6, and 7 or June 12, 
13, and 14 and more hosts are welcome.   They could 
use music leaders, craft leaders, snack providers, and 
game helpers.   You can also juggle or walk a 
tightrope, but mostly the kids just need friendly faces!   
 
Please contact Gail Cherry to volunteer or for more 
information:  gcherry@communityreformed.net;   
231-547-9482 - extension 211;  or 231-675-1695 
Thank You for serving our children! 
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Children's Ministry 
Gail Cherry 

Our Children's Ministry loves kids - come join us this summer!   We have two exci�ng 

opportuni�es for children and for you! 



    

CONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TO:CONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TO:CONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TO:CONGRATULATIONS AND BLESSINGS TO:    

 

 

Aaron and Candice Wirers on the  

adoption of their Ethiopian daughter,  

Mimi. 

    

    

SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO:    

• Bobbi Geiger and family on the passing of Bobbi’s mother. 

• Prudy Kurtz and family on the loss of her father, Carl Selover. 

• The Bergmann family on the passing of Charlie (Shod) Bergmann. 

 

NEW MEMBERS AND BAPTISMSNEW MEMBERS AND BAPTISMSNEW MEMBERS AND BAPTISMSNEW MEMBERS AND BAPTISMS    

Congratulations to Ben Booth and his sons, Devon and Carson who were 

Baptized on Sunday, May 6, 2012.  Ben joined Community Reformed 

Church by reinstatement of faith. 
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Colton Burpo “Weathers a Storm” and Visits Heaven 
 

Colton, not yet four-years-old, slips from consciousness during emergency surgery 

and visits heaven.  His family doesn’t realize Colton has journeyed into heaven until 

he reveals amazing pieces of information about things he has never been told or 

taught.  He describes events and people that are impossible for him to have seen or 

met.  Examples include his miscarried sister, about whom he has not been told, and 

his great-grandfather who died 30 years before Colton was born.  Colton also claims 

he sat on Jesus’ lap, right next to his dad (God), while the angels sang.  

Todd Burpo, Colton’s father and a small town Nebraska pastor, tells the story, often 

in Colton’s own words.  This delightful book allows us to see 

heaven through the eyes of a child who says, “Heaven is for real,” 

Jesus “really loves us,” and there is a “coming last battle.” 

When Colton describes Jesus, he says, “Oh, Dad, his eyes are so 

pretty!”  After three years of examining Jesus pictures, Colton 

found one that was “right.”  The right one is a painting by a 

Lithuanian-American girl named Akiane Kramarik who began 

having “visions” of heaven at the age of four.  She is a self-taught artist who began 

painting at the age of six.  Her mother was an atheist; the concept of God was never 

discussed in their home; Akiane did not watch television, nor did she attend 

preschool.  Her gift and images come from God.  The picture Colton identifies as the 

right Jesus is Prince of Peace: The Resurrection, painted by Akiane at age eight. 

Akiane, her life, her art, her poetry by Akiane and Foreli Kramarik tells her story, 

shares her works, and reveals her life’s vision: “to share God’s love with the world.”  

Her work can be seen online at www.artakiane.com.   

        Submitted by Mary Seaman 

Book Review  
Heaven Is for Real by Todd Burpo with Lynn Vincent 
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CRC Announcements 

� Spring/Winter 2012 Choir Term is winding down.  IF you enjoy choral singing and 
are interested in joining with us for weekly rehearsals, mark your calendar now for 
early September and watch the church bulletin for details. 

� See page 10 for information on our upcoming “Current Reality Survey”. 

Ministry Reports 

 Orphan Care Ministry: 

Growing our families:  Thank you so much to the 12 families that Growing our families:  Thank you so much to the 12 families that Growing our families:  Thank you so much to the 12 families that Growing our families:  Thank you so much to the 12 families that “grew their “grew their “grew their “grew their 
family”  family”  family”  family”  by sponsoring 13 of the many children in this world that need to know and 
feel the love of Christ through sponsorship.  Thank you for your giving hearts.   

 

Safe Haven Ministries Breakfast Club: 

What a month and a half we have had!  God is Good!  We are averaging around 18 people a 

day with as high as 27.  Relationships are being developed, laughter can be heard in the 

fellowship hall, and great food is available for a good start to the day.  The volunteers are 

amazing – donations coming in – can’t think of one negative thing to say!  Thank you for 

your open hearts and hands!  We are in this for the long haul so will continue to need 

volunteers.  If you would like to volunteer see Jan Boss and take a look at the schedule, we 

need servers, dishwashers, cooks, hostesses (with the mostest), and cleaners.  We are 

considering lengthening our hours on June 1 and then may break the serving team in two 

shifts.  Continue to watch for more details! 
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RCW (Reformed Church Women) 

RCW NEWS 

RCW MEMBERSHIP:   In the past, RCW has done their 

membership drive in the spring of the year.  We are changing the 

Membership Drive to September this year.  In fact, the Fall RCW 

Event will focus on the women of Community Reformed Church, 

identifying the needs of women of all ages and encouraging 

participation by more women.   A brochure will be distributed this 

summer so keep a look out for it.  Please let any of the RCW Board 

Members know if you have any specific ideas to share as to how 

we can meet the needs of more women in our congregation. 

Remember RCW is open to all women affiliated with CRC. 

RCW BY-LAWS 

The RCW Board members are in the process of revising the By-

laws.  Since this hasn't been done for some time there were 

numerous needed changes. Once the changes have been 

approved we will provide a brief overview of them.  

  

Blessings, 

Mary Ann  
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COMMUNITY REFORMED 

CHURCH           

Phone: 231-547-9482 
    Fax:  231-547-9598 

Email: crcoffice@communityreformed.net 
www.communityreformed.net 

 
Join us for Worship: 

Sunday, 8:30 & 10:15 a.m. 
Nursery: 8:30 & 10:15 a.m. 

Sunday School: Sunday, 10:15 a.m. 
 

Prayer: 
Sunday, 7:15 a.m. 

Monday - Friday, 6:15 a.m. 
Wednesday (2nd floor City Hall), 12 p.m. 

Wednesday, 5:00 pm  
Saturday, 7:15 a.m. 

 
Our Mission: 

To engage, encourage and equip people to be 
fully devoted followers of Christ  

 


